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against our sliort span of animated existence; but
which can be perceived even by us to be limited : for
even the feeble means which we possess of exploring
the past, are believed by those who have examined
the subject by the most recent lights, to yield evidence
that the solar system was once a vast sphere of nebula
or vapour, and is going through a process which in
the course of ages will reduce it to a single and not
very large mass of solid matter frozen up with more
than arctic cold. If the machinery of the system is
adapted to keep itself at work only for a time, still less
perfect is the adaptation of it for the abode- of living
beings since it is only adapted to them during the
relatively short portion of its total duration which in-
tervenes between the time when each planet was too hot
and the time when it became or will become too cold
to admit of life under the only conditions in which
we have experience of its possibility. Or we should
perhaps reverse the statement, and say that organiza-
tion and life are only adapted to the conditions of the
solar system during a relatively short portion of the
system's existence.

The greater part, therefore, of the design "of which
there is indication in Nature, however wonderful its
mechanism, is no evidence of any moral attributes.,
because the end to which it is directed, and its adapta-
tion to which end is the evidence of its being directed
to an end at all, is not a moral end: it is not the